It is shown that Pelargonium procumbens (Andr.) Pers., P. humifusum Willd ., P. parvulum DC., and P. ma/acoides Knuth are synonymous with P. nanum L'Herit.
The iconotype of Geranium procumbens is a good match of the type of Pelargonium nanum. Whereas no type material of P. humifusum appears to have survived, circumstantial evidence links this species toP. nanum, namely the similarity of Jacquin f.'s (I.e.) and Sweet's O.c.) plates to the type of P. nanum. Jacquin f. stated that the subject of his plate was grown from seed received in 1809 from the Berlin Botanic Garden where Willdenow worked, and this plate could therefore be considered for typification purposes. Sweet: t. 42 (1820) declared that the identity of the material which he illustrated had been confirmed by Otto, at that time superintendent of the Berlin Botanic Garden from where Willdenow described P. humifusum seven years previously. Pe/argonium parvulum was a substitute name for P. nanum L'Herit. which De Candolle: 660 (1824) considered to be unpublished and at any rate at that time preceeded by P. nanum Sweet: t. 102 (1822) .
The correct one of these names is of course Pelargonium nanum, being the oldest. This name first appeared in L' Heritier's Compendium generalogium. Though dated 1789 on the title page, it was not published during L'Heritier's lifetime and was for many years considered to be unpublished. Several copies of the proof sheets are known to exist [Stafleu & Cowan (1981) ]. In 1967 Guittonneau pointed out that three proof copies were auctioned together with L'Heritier's effects in Paris during May 1802. He considered this action to constitute effective publication on that date, a view endorsed by Stafleu & Cowan (1981) . This name is typified by a specimen in G-DC bearing in L'Heritier's handwriting the information which appeared with the original description (Figure 1 ). Another specimen in BM, bearing only the name in L'Heritier's hand, may be a duplicate of the type sent by L'Heritier to Banks. P. nanum appears to have a wide geographical distribution, but it is poorly represented in herbaria. The following specimens were seen: This species will be described and illustrated in the forthcoming 3rd volume of Van der Walt & Vorster's Pelargoniums of southern Africa.
